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Commander’s Corner
Dear Members:
Our next Monthly meeting will be held 0n 1
February 2022 at 19:00. Let’s all get involved in 2022. Hope to see you all there.
The Post is doing well on 2022 renewals
keep sending them in.
Work on the lounge is moving forward
looking to open sometime during February.
If you have any question, concerns or comments about the Post or why we are doing
or not doing something the meeting is the
place to bring these topic’s up.
We still have positions open Chaplain, 3
seats on the E board, Trustees, House Committee. Remember this is your Post, if you
want to see changes you must get involved.
Due to health reasons I will no longer be at
the Post Home on Mondays. Anyone can
contact me by phone or email.

Since the 2022 Department Convention, May 12 15, 2022, is a month earlier than usual this year it
would conflict with Post 3 elections would normally be on May 3rd followed by officer installation on May 5th.
As a result the Post 3 Executive Committee has
approved moving the Post 3 elections to April
5th with installations on April 7th this year.
This is being done to facilitate getting all necessary reports to Department of NH completed in
time,
Nominations for Post officers will be received at
the regular Post 3 meetings in March as well as
the April meeting prior to the vote.

We are looking for new candidates in all officer
positions. If you are interested in supporting your
post, please attend the monthly meetings and
announce your candidacy as soon as possible.
Candidate announcements will be accepted for
publication in the March Coffey Cup newsletter.

Cell Phone 603-262-0609

The deadline for publication of these announcements is February 20 and they should be sent to
the editor electronically to:

Email ujsarge@comcast.net

ddillaby@hotmail.com

Commander John E York.
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YOUR OFFICERS

Coronavirus Meeting Policies

Commander—John York
Sr. Vice Commander—Donald Dillaby
Jr. Vice Commander— Vacant
Adjutant — Donald Vincent
Finance Officer — Barney Barbera
Service Officer — Barney Barbera
Chaplain — Vacant
Sergeant At Arms — Steve Ordway
SAL Commander — Bill Tennant
Auxiliary President — Harriet Lemery

We have resumed regular monthly meetings. Our
next meeting will be Tuesday February 1 at 1900
hours.
We continue to observe the mandated COVID-19
protocols.
Please bring a face covering with you and wear it
for the duration of the meeting.
We will have hand sanitizer for your use when you
enter the building and before you take your seat.
Sit at least six feet from the nearest person to
maintain social distancing.
If you are experiencing COVID-19 symptoms, including:
•

Fever.

•

Respiratory symptoms such as sore throat,
runny nose, nasal congestion, cough, or shortness of breath.

•

General body symptoms such as muscle aches,
chills, and severe fatigue.

•

Changes in a your sense of taste or smell.
If you answered yes to any of these questions,
please do not attend the meeting.

The Coffey Cup
is published monthly by the
James E. Coffey Post 3,
American Legion,
PO Box 959,
Nashua, NH 03061
Submit changes in email addresses to :
Barney Barbera, Publisher:
sokeetay@comcast.net
Submit news to be inserted to:
Donald Dillaby, Editor:
ddillaby@hotmail.com
2

American Legion Post 3
Volume 63, Issue 2

The Coffey Cup
February 2022

From the Adjutant:

Historian:

Welcome to new member, Thomas Keith Williams, a US Navy, veteran. Tom was present and
voted in at the Jan monthly meeting.

This month I digitally archived the post history folder
for 2003-2004. Herb Bennett, a US Army veteran, was
elected to serve as the Post 3 commander for 20032004.

Department of NH News - The Mid-Winter conference (Post 7, Rochester) January 29, 2022, has
been cancelled.
The 2022 Department Convention - May 12 - 15,
2022.
Manchester VA Medical Center— A new Urgent
Care Center Opened at Manchester VA Medical
Center on 18 Jan 2022. The new Center will provide Veterans with a state-of-the-art facility,
offering increased safety and infection prevention
capability.
———

From the Chaplain:
Post 3 member, Maurice P. Labrie, 97, passed to
Post Everlasting on Christmas Day, 2021 at
Southern NH Medical Center. Maurice was a
World War II Veteran and a 61-year member of
Post 3.
A detail from Post 3 attended his funeral on January 6, 2022 at St. Louis de Gonzague church followed by burial at St. Louis Cemetery. Sadly there
were no military honors rendered at the burial.
My thanks to the funeral detail which consisted of
Barney Barbera, Ron Poirier, Steve Ordway, and
Don Vincent.
Robert E. Lavoie, a US Army veteran during the
Korean Conflict , passed to Post Everlasting on 18
January, 2022. Bob was a 40-year member of
Post 3. All services were private. Post 3 sent a
condolences card to his family.

On June 1, 2003, a 50-year membership recognition
and party was held at the post home. Some 65 post
members who have been active for 50 or more years
were honored. Fourteen were recognized as the
post's newest 50-year members.
On June 21, 2003, James E. Coffey Post 3 was presented the Charles H. Devine Memorial Award for
Publicity and Public Relations at the 85th annual Dept.
NH Convention held in Manchester at the Center of
New Hampshire Holiday Inn.

On Oct 17, 2003, Sr. Vice Commander, Steve Davis,
became one of the first in the nation to be awarded
"The American Legion Scouting Square Knot
Award". This award is meant to recognize the dedication and hard work of an American Legion member in
furthering the Scouting program in the American Legion. This Award was presented to Steve by National
Commander, John A. Brieden III, during his visit to our
Post 3.
On Feb 2, 2004, The James E. Coffey Post 3 was
proud to welcome home one of its long time members, Craig Clement. Craig visited the post while
home recovering from wounds he received while
fighting in Iraq. Craig served as a forward observer in
the 3rd Infantry Division. He was part of the group
that took the Baghdad International Airport during
the battle of Baghdad.
His unit was later moved to the city of Fallujah in the
Sunni triangle, where Craig was wounded in
battle. Craig was the only heavy gunner in the area
when an unarmed medevac chopper was attacked by
enemy Iraqi Army soldiers while trying to get out a
wounded trooper. Craig manned his 50 cal. machine
gun, stopping the attack and letting the chopper get
the wounded trooper out.
(Continued on Page 4)
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Craig fired over 500 rounds from his 50 cal., plus
he used up most of the ammo from his personal
weapons. He was finally pulled away from his 50
cal., bleeding from wounds he received during
the battle. Craig didn't stop until all the Iraqi soldiers were taken out. For this action Craig was
awarded the BRONZE STAR with Valor and the
PURPLE HEART.
Craig also took part in Desert Storm and is assigned to the Air Force Special Operations (special
forces).
Craig also wears Airborne wings and Air Assault
wings along with a total of 20 ribbons. Not bad
for a 32-year-old trooper.
Craig had been visiting his father, George Clement, who was also a Coffey Post 3 member.
The Post 3 history page can be found on-line at
http://centennial.legion.org/new-hampshire/
post3.
There is also link to the history on the Post 3 web
site. Anyone that has a story or event that they
feel is worthy of entry into the post history,
please provide me with details and/or photos and
I will add the event.
Donald P. Vincent,
Post Historian, James E. Coffey Post 3
donpvincent@hotmail.com
603-809-9482

House Committee
Your house committee has continued work on reopening the lounge, with a target goal of midFebruary.
An additional sink has been purchased for the bar,
along with a mop/utility sink which are awaiting installation.
A second soap dispenser is awaiting installation in
the ladies room.
Work has begun on the replacement of the laminate
top of the actual bar, which will include military
memorabilia embedded in an epoxy topping of the
bar.

Also in progress is installation of a new video security
system which will be expanded to cover not only the
first floor area, but also the rear basement doors.
This work will also include installation of an ethernet
cable to be used to connect the Point-of-Sale (POS)
terminal at the bar with our internet switch in the
post office.
The POS terminal along the associated printer, cash
drawer and credit card scanner have arrived and are
awaiting installation once the ethernet cable is installed.
A partition system is being ordered for installation in
the men’s bathroom around the toilet.
A new juke box system has been ordered and is
awaiting installation.

General repairs and painting in the lounge has been
completed.
In other business, the post has renewed its snow removal contract with Ed Parent for the 2021-2022
season.
Continued on Page 5
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The purchase of a large Legion emblem has been
completed, and has been installed.
Two flagpole stands and inserts have been purchased and have arrived.
There remains some repair and painting to be
done on the third floor meeting hall.
We are awaiting scheduling of the installation of
the new sinks as well as plumbing of the ice maker.
We received quotations for a bulk CO2 storage
system. Bar manager Mark Fredette is to inquire
about installation costs.
Also received was a quote for a soda dispensing
system, which was accepted by the committee.
Fredette was still awaiting a quotation for floor
runners and bar towels.
Bar manager Fredette noted that forms for Lucky
7 and Keno will be sent to the lottery Commission
after the liquor license is obtained. However, we
still need inspection and approval by the Nashua
Department of Environmental Health to begin the
process of reopening the lounge.

HELP WANTED!
Looking to train a member of the post to assist me
and learn the working of the Post Treasurer. If you
like working with numbers and a computer, you
can do this. Can do a lot of work from home no
special training needed. Deposit money, track accounts, pay bills, report each month. For more
info call me.
Barney Barbera
Treasurer
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Hodges to become 83rd Legion
Baseball alum in Cooperstown
INDIANPOLIS -While the Baseball Writers Association of America
did not elect any American Legion Baseball alumni into the National Baseball Hall of Fame, the Class of 2022 will still have ALB
ties in the form of Gil Hodges
Hodges, who played American Legion Baseball in Princeton, Ind.,
was elected to the Hall of Fame in December by the Golden Days
Era Committee, along with Jim Kaat, Minnie Miñoso and Tony
Oliva. They will join Early Baseball Era Committee selections Bud
Fowler and Buck O’Neil and BBWAA selection David Ortiz as the
Hall’s Class of 2022.
The Hall of Fame induction ceremony is scheduled for July 24 in
Cooperstown, N.Y.
Hodges, who died in 1972, played 18 seasons in the major
leagues with the Dodgers, in Brooklyn and Los Angeles, and the
New York Mets. The eight-time All-Star won the first three National League Gold Glove Awards for his sterling defense at first
base and held the NL record for grand slams from 1957 until
1974. He went on to manage the Washington Senators and the
Mets, guiding the Mets to the 1969 World Series title.
The baseball field in Princeton, Ind., where Princeton High
School and American Legion Baseball is played is named for
Hodges.
Ortiz became the first solo Hall of Fame selection via the BBWAA
since Barry Larkin in 2012. Six American Legion Baseball alumni
were on the ballot, but none received the necessary 75 percent
of total votes to be elected to the Hall of Fame.
Barry Bonds, who played Legion Baseball in San Mateo, Calif.,
and Roger Clemens (Springs Woods, Ohio) were in their 10th and
final year on the writers’ ballot. It will now be up to one of the
committees to decide if they are worthy of selection to the Hall.
Voting results for the other ALB alumni:
* Scott Rolen (Jasper, Ind.; 5th year on ballot): 63.2 percent
* Gary Sheffield (Tampa, Fla.; 8th year on ballot): 40.6 percent
* Jeff Kent (Bellflower, Calif.; 9th year on ballot): 32.7 percent
* Mark Teixeira (Severna Park, Md.; 1st year on ballot): 1.5 percent. Players receiving less than 5 percent of the vote on their
first year on the ballot are dropped from future ballots.
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VETERANS COFFEE TALK
Join us with

Barney Barbera, Chairman
City of Nashua Mayor’s Veterans Council
Learn about your VA benefits you may not know about
And share memories of your time in the service.
Feel free to bring photos to share.

Nashua Senior Activity Center
Second Tuesday each month from 2:00 PM- to 3:00 PM
11 January 2022,

8 Feb, 8 March,12 April, 10 May, 14 June,
12 July, 9 August, 13 September, 11 October, 8 November,
13 December.
For More Info Call 603-759-2478
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February 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

9

10

11

12

Post Meeting
7 p.m.

9

6

7

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

8
Vets Coffee
Talk –2 pm.
House Committee -7 p.m.

